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What is Vista? 
Microsoft’s new operating system, with a new interface, improved security, and faster performance. 
 
Features of Vista 
The Editions 
 

Vista Edition 
Vista 
Home 
Basic 

Vista Home 
Premium 

Vista 
Business 

Vista 
Ultimate  

Full Price $199 $239 $299 $399  
Upgrade Price $99 $159 $199 $259  
Fancy Aero "Glass" UI No Yes Yes Yes  
Windows Firewall/Defender Yes Yes Yes Yes  
IE7 with phishing filter, protected mode Yes Yes Yes Yes  
Instant Search Yes Yes Yes Yes  
Backup and recover Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Scheduled backup No Yes Yes Yes  
Volume Shadow Copy No No Yes Yes  
BitLocker (drive encryption) No No No Yes  
SuperFetch Yes Yes Yes Yes  
Media Player 11 Yes Yes Yes Yes  
Photo Gallery Yes Yes Yes Yes  
Media Center (with HDTV/cablecard supt)  No  Yes No Yes  
Windows Movie Maker (with HD support) No Yes No Yes  
Windows DVD Maker No Yes No Yes  
SideShow No Yes Yes  Yes  
Speech Recognition Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  
Fax and Scan No No Yes Yes  
Ultimate Extras No  No No  Yes  

www.extremetech.com/article2/0,1697,2068721,00.asp
 
Pros and Cons 
PC Magazine: 
 

 
Vista offers a lot of improvements over Windows XP, but most of them are conveniences rather than 
essentials. 
 

 
Improved security. Slick Aero interface. Pervasive search. New hardware support. Better built-in apps. 
 

 
Hefty hardware requirements. Minor bugs and rough edges in UI. Lack of a killer app to compel 
adoption. Many features also available for Windows XP users. Microsoft is making it difficult for security 
vendors such as McAfee and Symantec to use antivirus and firewall protection with Vista. 
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The main problem with Vista is that if you use a piece of hardware, such as a printer, scanner, or digital 
camera, it may not yet be compatible with Vista 
 
Do I need Vista? 
PC Magazine: 
Vista's real competitor, though, is Windows XP. For many users, XP is good enough. If you've already got a 
PC running Windows XP smoothly, it's harder to see a reason to upgrade right away. You can wait until you 
replace your machine, or at least a few months, until Vista's kinks are worked out. 
 
Adam Evans, the editor of PC Format magazine, says that while Vista is an impressive system, it is probably 
not worth paying to upgrade your existing computer. "We'd say don't bother upgrading, because you're not 
getting that much extra," he says. "We recommend holding off until you get a new PC. As long as you're 
running the right software - anti-virus, firewall, anti-spyware - then you don't really need the added security 
which Vista provides. But it is a better operating system. If you're buying a new PC, it's worth getting one 
with Vista.". 
 
What do I need, to get Vista? 
Windows Vista Capable PC includes at least (for the Home Basic edition) (see page 5 for more info):  
A modern processor (at least 800MHz¹). 
512 MB of system memory. 
A graphics processor that is DirectX 9 capable. 
 
How do I install Vista? 

The simpler method is the in-place (upgrade) installation. That keeps all your files and settings intact, 
including your various user accounts and Windows preferences.  

But simpler isn't always better. Use an operating system for several years, and it builds up a kind of 
overhead that tends to bog down your system. When you perform an in-place installation, you bring over all 
the baggage of your previous version of Windows. 

If you want the cleanest version of Windows Vista possible, one that will most likely perform at its peak, 
the clean install is the way to go.  

If you don't want to have to go through the hassle of backing up your files and copying them and your 
applications back over to your PC, then an in-place installation is the way to go. 

Vista upgrade options 

  Windows Vista 
Home Basic 

Windows Vista 
Home Premium 

Windows Vista 
Business 

Windows Vista 
Ultimate 

Windows XP 
Professional 

Clean install Clean install In-place upgrade 
available 

In-place upgrade 
available 

Windows XP 
Home 

In-place upgrade 
available 

In-place upgrade 
available 

In-place upgrade 
available 

In-place upgrade 
available 

Windows XP 
Media Center 

Clean install In-place upgrade 
available 

Clean install In-place upgrade 
available 

Windows XP 
Tablet PC 

Clean install Clean install In-place upgrade 
available 

In-place upgrade 
available 

Windows XP 
Pro 64-bit 

Clean install Clean install Clean install Clean install 

Windows 2000 Clean install Clean install Clean install Clean install 
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With Windows Vista, users will not be able to use upgrade keys to initiate completely new installations. 
Upgrade versions of Windows Vista Home Basic, Premium, and Starter Edition will not install on any PC 
unless Windows XP or Windows 2000 is already on the machine in question. Thus, if you ever need to 
reinstall Vista, you will need to install XP or 2000 first, then perform the upgrade to Vista. This is a much 
more laborous process than doing a clean install. 
 
 
PC Magazine’s “The Insider’s Guide to Windows Vista”. Great article; lots of information. 
http://www.pcmag.com/print_article2/0,1217,a=196749,00.asp
 
 
 
PC Magazine review (edited for brevity) 
Microsoft Windows Vista, REVIEW DATE:  01.29.07, Rating: 3.5 out of 5 
 
First impressions? Windows Vista is far from everything Microsoft promised—even many capabilities 
included in the series of alpha and beta releases that began at the PDC (Professional Developers' Conference) 
in 2003 are not present in the final product. That said, there's a lot to like about Vista: improved security, the 
new Start menu and Windows Explorer, task-based activity centers, better bundled applications and utilities, 
tablet and Media Center enhancements, and more. Of course, many of these components—particularly 
applications like Internet Explorer 7 (IE7) and Windows Media Player 11—are also available for free 
download on Windows XP, so you don't have to upgrade to Vista to take advantage of them. But Vista 
integrates them well, and in the past few weeks I've found the OS has reached a level of stability, 
performance, and reliability that have made it thoroughly usable on a daily basis, with the exception of a 
third-party application or two that isn't yet compatible.  
I've encountered a number of bugs while I've been exercising the OS over the past few days. Some are 
outright errors—nothing catastrophic, just interface oddities and nuisances that, while not disruptive, indicate 
to me a lack of fit and finish.  

 

Smart Computing (edited for brevity) 
April 2007 • Vol.18 Issue 4, Page(s) 54-57 in print issue 
 
 
10 Things To Love And Hate About Microsoft's Newest OS  
Microsoft Releases Windows Vista  
 
Windows Vista gives users a fresh new interface, but it also forces them to learn new ways of doing old tasks. It offers 
faster performance, but it also has hefty system requirements. It represents the latest and greatest, but it costs an arm 
and a leg.  
 
The Good  
 
1. A breath of fresh air. The new interface boasts an updated color scheme, redesigned icons, and several usability 
features intended to simplify the process of navigating the Desktop. Yet, the basic structure of the OS (operating 
system) remains largely the same.  
 
2. Social security. Security was once a major issue with Windows. The release of WinXP SP2 alleviated much of the 
concern, and Vista has taken care of practically everything else.  
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 Vista includes advanced security features like User Account Control, which requires the user to authenticate any 
action that changes a system, and Windows Defender, an integrated antispyware tool. Some of the security features 
may prove annoying to users who are just getting acquainted with the OS, and users can manually disable most of 
them. We advise against doing that, however, as they prevent users from having to deal with problems that will prove 
far more annoying.  
 
3. Performance perks. Many users of Vista will notice a significant performance boost.  
 
The most impressive is SuperFetch, a feature that monitors a user’s computing behavior and prioritizes system 
resources. Another interesting feature is ReadyBoost, which enables users to augment system memory simply by 
plugging in a USB drive. Vista also sports an enhanced version of Disk Defragmenter that will automatically defrag the 
hard drive once a week to maintain optimal efficiency.  
 
4. Digital media party. A significant portion of the new features in the Home Premium and Ultimate editions of Vista 
center on home entertainment, with the latest version of Windows Media Player, Windows Movie Maker, and Windows 
Media Center, which allows users to watch television and movies, listen to music, and view photos.  
  
5. Lots of options. Vista is available in four editions: Home Basic, which is the least expensive—but also the least 
equipped—edition of OS and is aimed at budget-minded users; Home Premium, which provides the full Vista 
experience and offers access to Windows Media Center and the Aero desktop; Business, which focuses on business-
oriented functions like backup and network connectivity; and Ultimate, which delivers everything Vista is capable of 
doing.  
 
6. Windows Flip. Microsoft has come up with a better way to ALT-TAB. Users who press the key combination to 
toggle through open applications now see thumbnail images of each program. This proves especially useful when 
users have opened multiple instances of a single program and need to find a particular one.  
 
7. Live Taskbar Thumbnails. The Live Taskbar Thumbnail feature represents another navigational improvement. 
Whenever a user floats the on-screen pointer over any item on the Taskbar, this feature displays a thumbnail of the 
corresponding window. Live Taskbar Thumbnails is not available in Home Basic.  
  
8. Explorer windows. Microsoft expanded the role of Explorer to encompass all navigational processes. My Computer 
and My Network are replaced by Explorer windows that include integrated search fields, so-called “breadcrumb bars,” 
with easy-to-understand descriptions of where files are and shortcuts to tasks.  
 
9. Instant Search. Vista includes several Instant Search fields. Users can find them on the Start menu, in every 
Explorer window, and even in the Control Panel.  
 
10. Family Safety Settings. Microsoft gives parents more control over the digital content their children can access.  
 
The Bad  
 
1. Different, but not better. The most inconvenient part of any program upgrade is that it requires users to learn a 
new way of performing basic tasks. Our primary complaint about Vista—and this is a complaint we have had with 
every new Windows release—is that Microsoft makes so many changes simply for the sake of change.  
 
We’re concerned with the kind of changes that affect the way computer users go about their daily business. Things like 
requiring users to press the ALT key to view a window’s menus. Such changes are bound to occur with any major 
upgrade. And we’ll admit that some of the changes, once we’ve grown accustomed to them, really do represent a more 
efficient way of using Windows. But we still don’t like the fact that it takes several hours of computing to learn to use 
them all.  
 
2. Back away from Basic. Microsoft has released several editions of Vista in an attempt to appeal to everyone. One 
of those editions—Home Basic—is likely to appeal to no one. The barebones OS is lacking key components in every 
area. In our opinion, WinXP—even WinMe, for that matter—is better than Home Basic.  
 
Unfortunately, Home Basic is bound to come bundled with countless low-end computer systems. Computer 
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manufacturers will install it on those systems because it’s the least expensive edition of Windows. Consumers will 
learn too late that their new system doesn’t have the latest features and capabilities that Windows has to offer. 
 
3. System “requirements.” According to Microsoft, Vista has relatively modest technical requirements: Just an 
800MHz or faster processor, more than 512MB of RAM, at least 15GB of available hard drive space, an 800 x 600 
SVGA monitor, and a CD-ROM drive.  
 
However, the system requirements listed above apply only to the features provided in the Home Basic edition. 
Users who want to run the Home Premium, Business, or Ultimate edition will need more. Much more. We 
recommend no less than a 1GHz or faster processor, a full gigabyte of DDR RAM, a competent graphics card 
with more than 128MB of built-in video memory, a DVD-ROM drive, and a broadband Internet connection.  
 
4. Limited upgrade options. Upgrade versions are available at reduced prices—but Microsoft has certainly made 
upgrading more than a tad bit unattractive.  
 
 Microsoft has limited the situations in which an in-place upgrade is possible. Users cannot upgrade from WinXP Media 
Center to Vista Business, for instance, or from WinXP Professional to Vista Home Premium. Such users can upgrade 
only by wiping their old version of Windows off the hard drive and starting over with the new version.  
 
The actual process of performing an upgrade can be a nightmare. In one test, we had to launch and restart the 
upgrade installation a total of three times because the installer identified a potential conflict with existing applications. 
The first two times, the installer identified specific programs that we needed to remove, which we did. The third time, 
however, it issued a vague notice about existing compatibility issues but did not identify any in particular.  
 
Interestingly, Microsoft offers a downloadable Upgrade Advisor that is supposed to simplify the upgrade procedure. 
Unfortunately, it is not comprehensive in its coverage and failed to notice that one of our test PCs had an incompatible 
BIOS (Basic Input/Output System).  
 
5. The cost of new windows. Users who want to take advantage of Vista should think long and hard about what the 
view through a new version of Windows is worth. At $199, Vista Home Basic is the least expensive edition of the OS. 
Users who invest that much money in their PCs will get in return a user interface that has less to offer than WinXP.  
 
Vista Home Premium and Vista Business Edition, which retail for $239 and $299, respectively, offer more capabilities 
at a higher price but still do not deliver the full Vista experience. Users who want it all will have to shell out a staggering 
$399 for a copy of Vista Ultimate. Upgrading is a less expensive option, but one we do not recommend.  
 
6. Backup. Microsoft has always come up short when it comes to providing backup capabilities. That’s still the case 
with Vista. The company touts the fact that its latest OS boasts a backup utility, but only users of the Business and 
Ultimate editions can access its full functionality. Home Basic users cannot perform automated backups, and users of 
Home Premium cannot access the drive imaging feature. Furthermore, the backup utility doesn’t allow users to cherry-
pick files and folders to back up.  
 
7. Internet Explorer 7. Microsoft’s latest browser isn’t a bad product. But it’s not perfect, either. We could have done 
without the antiphishing filter, the password-management feature that so easily forgets all those passwords we asked it 
to remember, and all the changes-for-the-sake-of-changes made to the interface.  
 
8. Windows Sidebar. The idea is nice, but in our opinion it adds unnecessary clutter to the Desktop.  
 
9. Speech recognition. The OS includes a built-in speech recognition system. It works reasonably well, but—like 
every other speech recognition system—has its flaws. Users shouldn’t expect it to do much for productivity.  
 
10. It’s still Microsoft.  
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