
Windows XP 

Mictosoft information on Windows XP 
 
Microsoft web page for Win XP: http://www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/default.mspx
 
How to use Win XP: http://www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/using/default.mspx
Information on setting up Win XP:  
 
http://www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/using/setup/getstarted/default.mspx
 
Maintaining your Win XP computer: 
http://www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/using/setup/maintain/default.mspx
 
Customizing your Win XP computer: 
http://www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/using/setup/customize/default.mspx
 
 
Versions 
 
Choosing between XP Professional and XP Home: 
http://www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/pro/howtobuy/choosing2.mspx
 
 
Service Packs (SP) 
 
Benefits of Service Pack 2:  http://www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/sp2/topten.mspx
 
1. Help protect your PC from harmful attachments by alerting you to potentially unsafe attachments. 
2. Improve your privacy when you’re on the Web by applying the security settings that guard your PC to 
the files and content downloaded using Internet Explorer. 
3. Avoid potentially unsafe downloads by monitoring downloads. 
4. Reduce annoying pop-ups with Internet Explorer Pop-Up Blocker. 
5. Get firewall protection with the built-in Windows Firewall, now turned on by default. 
6. Take control of your security settings with the new Windows Security Center. 
7. Get the latest updates easily, with Automatic Updates feature. 
8. Help protect your e-mail address in Outlook Express. 
9. Take action against crashes caused by browser add-ons, with the Add-On Manager in Internet Explorer. 
10. Go wireless without the hassle. 
 
If you use another firewall, then disable Microsoft’s firewall. Use only one firewall. 
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Desktop 
 
Changing the desktop. 

Right-click the desktop, select 
properties: 

 

Changing themes: Using a screen saver: 

Using a digital photo for the 
desktop background (wallpaper): 

 

Changing the appearance and font 
size: 

Changing the resolution and color 
quality: 

 
Using a digital photo for the desktop background (wallpaper): 
http://www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/using/setup/getstarted/desktop.mspx
 
Put your photo here, so it can be seen in the desktop selection list:  C:\WINDOWS\Web\Wallpaper 
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Aligning icons on the desktop 
 
Right-click the desktop. Select “name”, “size”, “type”, “modified”, or “auto arrange”. Select “align to 
grid” if you want the icons located in Microsoft positions; unselect if you want to position the icons at 
other than grid positions. 

 
 
 
Start menu 
 
Microsoft information on the Start menu:  
http://www.microsoft.com/resources/documentation/windows/xp/all/proddocs/en-
us/ie4_use_startmenu.mspx
Right-click the Start button, and select properties. 
The “classic start menu” is similar to what you see 
on Win 98. 

 

Click “customize” to change the icon size, change 
the number of programs shown, or change the 
browser and email program, on the start menu. 
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Changing the programs on the start-up menu 
 
Adding shortcuts to the start menu: Click and drag shortcuts to the Start button. 

Removing shortcuts from the start menu: Right-click the shortcut and select “remove from this list”. 

 
 
Start-up manager 
 
StartUpCop Pro is one of several software applications to manage what programs start when the computer 
boots. 

 

In addition to easily setting “enabled” or 
“disabled” for programs, you can select a 
program and see detailed information. 
This information enables you to better 
determine if you want that program to 
start at computer boot-up. 
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Also, Startup Inspector (www.windowsstartup.com) is used by another resident. 
 
 
Restore 
 
System Restore is a component of Windows XP Professional that you can use to restore your computer to 
a previous state, if a problem occurs, without losing your personal data files (such as Microsoft Word 
documents, browsing history, drawings, favorites, or e-mail). System Restore monitors changes to the 
system and some application files, and it automatically creates easily identified restore points. These 
restore points allow you to revert the system to a previous time. They are created daily and at the time of 
significant system events (such as when an application or driver is installed). You can also create and 
name your own restore points at any time. 
 
Click “Start”, then select “help 
and support”. 

 

On the Help and Support window, 
under “Pick a Task”, select “undo 
changes to your computer with 
System Restore”. 

On the System Restore window, click 
the button for “create a restore point”. 

Click “next”, then provide a 
description so you will know what 
this restore point is for, such as the 
installation of a particular program,. 
 
Click “create”. 
 
If the computer experiences problems 
after the program is installed, repeat 
these steps, but select “restore my 
computer to an earlier time” and 
choose this restore point. 

 
 
Toolbars 
 
System tray collapsed, with mouse arrow hovering over the PC-cillin icon: 

 
 
System tray expanded, showing active applications: 

 

Double-click the time, to set the time and time 
zone. 
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Creating a custom toolbar:  
 

1. Create a new folder to hold the contents of your new toolbar. Right-click on the desktop; select 
“new”; then select “folder”. Give the new folder a short name, such as one letter or number, so the 
name takes as little space as possible. 

 
      2. Copy the items you want on your toolbar to the folder you made in step 1. Typical items on a 
toolbar might include shortcuts to applications, files, and web sites. 
 
      3. Right-click the taskbar; select “Toolbars”; select “New Toolbar”; browse to the folder you created 
in step 1 and select this folder, then click OK. 
 
      4. To add an item to your toolbar, drag the item to the toolbar or the folder used to create the toolbar. 
To remove an item from your toolbar, drag it off the toolbar, and then delete it. Also, you can move this 
toolbar by dragging it to a new location. 
 
 
Drive letters and names 
 
Change drive letters and/or names with the following steps: 
1. Right-click “My Computer” and select 
“manage”. 

 

2. Select “Disk Management”, then right-click the drive 
you want to change. Select “change drive letter and paths”. 
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3.  Click “change”. 

 

4.  Click the down arrow and select the new, desired, drive 
letter. Click OK. 

 
5.  Right-click the drive to change the name. 
Select “properties”. 

 
6.  The drive’s name is selected. Type a new, desired, 
name. 
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Windows XP Comparison Guide 
Published: July 2, 2001 
Windows XP Professional gives you all the benefits of Windows XP Home Edition, plus additional remote access, 

security, performance, manageability and multi-lingual features that make it the operating system of choice for 

businesses of all sizes and people who demand the most out of their computing experience. 

KEY: = Feature not included     = Feature included 

Features Windows XP 
Home Edition 

Windows XP 
Professional 

All the features of Windows XP Home Edition     
• New user interface - makes it easy to find what you need when you need it.  

• A reliable foundation you can count on – keeps your computer up and 

running when you need it most.  

• Windows Media Player for Windows XP - single place for finding, playing, 

organizing, & storing digital media.  

• Network Setup Wizard - easily connect & share the computers and devices 

in your home.  

• Windows Messenger – the ultimate communications & collaboration tool with 

instant messaging, voice and video conferencing, and application sharing.  

• Help & Support Center - easy to recover from problems and get help and 

support when you need it.   

  

Premier mobile support, providing access to information while you're on 
the go     
Advanced laptop support (incl. ClearType support, DualView, power 

management improvements) - so you get as much work done while you are on 

the road as while you are in the office. 

  

Wireless connections - automatic 802.1x wireless network configuration. 
  

Remote Desktop – remotely access your Windows XP Professional PC, from 

another Windows PC, so you can work with all of your data and applications while 

away from your office. 

  

Offline Files and Folders - access to files & folders on a network share when 

disconnected from the server.   
Highly responsive with the power to work on multiple tasks at once     
Fast start-up & power management improvements - faster boot and resume 

times.   
Multitasking - allow multiple applications to run simultaneously. 

  
Scalable processor support – up to two-way multi-processor support. 

  
Keeps your data secure and maintains your privacy     
Internet Connection Firewall - automatically shields your PC from unauthorized 

access when you're on the Internet.   
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Features Windows XP 
Home Edition 

Windows XP 
Professional 

Internet Explorer 6 privacy support - maintain control over your personal 

information when visiting Web sites.   
Encrypting File System - protects sensitive data in files that are stored on disk 

using the NTFS file system.   
Access Control – restrict access to selected files, applications, and other 

resources.   
Designed to work with Microsoft Windows Servers and management 
solutions     
Centralized administration - join Windows XP Professional systems to a 

Windows Server domain to take advantage of the full range of powerful 

management and security tools. 

  

Group Policy - simplifies the administration of groups of users or computers. 
  

Software Installation and Maintenance – automatically install, configure, 

repair, or remove software applications.   
Roaming User Profiles - access to all your documents and settings no matter 

where you log on.   
Remote Installation Service (RIS) – support for remote operating system 

installations where desktops can be installed across the network.   
Communicate efficiently with others around the world     
Single Worldwide Binary - enter text in any language and run any language 

version of Win32 applications on any language version of Windows XP.   
Multi-lingual User Interface (MUI) add-on - change the user interface 

language to get localized dialog boxes, menus, help files, dictionaries, and 

proofing tools etc. 
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